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BOOK   illness, he had not yet been acquainted with the previous conversations,
-~~T. * but that I should put him in possession of these as soon as he returned.
1898
The next step in a tortuous course is hard to credit. Eckard-
stein had made the approach and given the invitation. What
Hatzfeldt telegraphed to Berlin was in effect that Chamberlain
had asked for a further interview.1 Billow sends another com-
placent reply, and there is not a word in it to confirm Eckard-
stein's glowing story. Qui trompe-t-on done id? That it is the
Colonial Secretary who seeks to resume the spinning of the
threads Billow takes for granted. The rest repeats the fixed
themes of a morbid logician, Holstein. The danger to England's
position will surely increase. Germany's neutrality alone offers
inestimable advantages. But the assurance of that neutrality
must be purchased, let there be no mistake about it, by suffi-
cient British concessions in the Colonial sphere. Otherwise, it
would be hard for Germany in the end to remain either a
passive or friendly spectator. On these conditions it is good to
keep alive the idea of an alliance as music of the future.2
No syllable here to bear out that romantic impression of the
Emperor's eager desires for an alliance, which had been used to
secure another private meeting between the Colonial Secretary
and the German ambassador. Had Chamberlain known the text
of the latest Bulow-Holstein letter, he would have read it with
contempt.
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When the final interview, so dubiously brought about, took
place, the unhappy Hatzfeldt, essaying at first the manoeuvres
he was under orders to employ, finds at last that he is dealing
with a sterner man.
He repeats every argument against an alliance at present. To
make it perhaps a possibility later, how advisable for England
to give colonial concessions now. Pending an improvement of
feeling in Germany itself, the judicious course for British policy
would be to cultivate the Triple Alliance by entering into close
relations with Austria and Italy.
1 Orosse Politik, vol. xiv. First Part,       2 ^Ibid. pp. 218-221 (Bulow to Hatz-
p.  218  (Hatzfeldt to the Wilhelin-    feldt, April 24, 1898).
strasse, April 23, 1898).